
 
 City Secretary’s Office 
 City of Frisco, Texas 

 

Memorandum 

To:  Honorable Mayor Maso and Members of the Frisco City Council  
 
Cc: George A. Purefoy, City Manager 

   

From: Jenny Page, City Secretary 

 

Date: 11/21/2016  
 
Agenda Caption:  City Council discussion with City Staff concerning the 

holding of a special election, currently ordered to be held on 
January 14, 2017, for the purpose of filling a vacancy in the office 
of City Council, Place No. 1, resulting from the resignation of the 
current holder of Place No. 1, including consideration of modifying 
the date of the special election and/or requiring the Elections 
Administrators to hold the special election on January 14, 2017. 

 
Action Requested:  Discussion on amendment of ordinances changing the date 
of the Special Election to Fill a Vacancy for Place 1. 

 
Background Information:  On November 15, 2016, Council voted by a majority 
to order a Special Election to Fill a Vacancy for Place 1 to be held on January 14, 
2017.  After Staff discussions with both Collin and Denton County Elections 
Administrators, both were unable to offer a full service contract for January 14, 
2017.  Texas Election Code provides that they shall provide contract services if 
requested, but only to the level they are capable.  Both counties are willing to 
offer a full service contract for the originally recommended date of February 18, 
2017. 
 
A limited service contract would consist of programing electronic ballots, 
equipment lease, delivery, and set-up, worker training, recommending a vendor 
to purchase supplies from, and two voter roll files for both Early Voting and 
Election Day.  The Frisco Office of the City Secretary staff would basically be 
running the election for each county and acting as the Early Voting Clerk. 
 
A limited service contract would not include: 
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• Finding and coordinating workers. 

• Payroll for workers. 

• Ordering supplies and signs. 

• Many other duties too numerous to list. 
 
More importantly, a limited contract would not include: 

• Technical support of equipment. 

• Voter Registrar support, including not having access to the real time 
databases and software used by the counties. 

• Annual Mail Ballots could be as many as 1000. 

• The Early Voter Roster will need to be transferred to the Election Day 
Roster.  This will be a manual process that will begin at the end of Early 
Voting on and must be completed before Election Day.   

• Tabulation of ballots at the end of the election. 
 
The City of Frisco has not conducted its own elections in many years and is not 
aware of any cities with a population of 160,000 that conducts their own election.  
The risk for challenge is too great and places the City of Frisco at liability.  My 
previous recommendation of February 18, 2017 still stands. 

 
Alternatives:  Frisco can conduct the elections. 

 
Legal Review:  Ordinances prepared by Ryan Pittman, City Attorney. 

 
Supporting Documents:  Ordinance amending Ordinance 16-11-93 and Ordinance 
amending Ordinance 16-11-94  

 
Staff Recommendation:  Approval of amendments changing the Election Day 
date to February 18, 2017 

 
 


